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On with the Show: Schultz Secures Grants to Produce Spring Awakening
Musicals are expensive to stage. So when Professor of Theatre Arts Ray Schultz decided to direct the
smash-hit Spring Awakening, he knew he'd need outside help with the financing. Schultz went looking,
and now, thanks to the $20,000 he's received in external funding, the show will go on next fall.
Production rights, personnel, sound equipment, and what Schultz calls "a requisite level of
spectacle"—when you're mounting a musical, the costs add up quickly. And the Theatre Discipline's
budgets haven't increased—not even to account for inflation—since the mid 1980s. Morris simply can't
afford to produce a musical every year, but it's curricularly important to do at least one in each student's
four years here, says Schultz, which is why he's secured Lakes Region Arts Council as well as University
of Minnesota Institute for Advanced Study and Imagine Fund awards to make sure it happens in 2017.
"It’s vital that theatre and music students get to do musical theatre," Schultz says. "This is part of the job
for theatre artists and high-school music and theatre teachers, but it’s important for all liberal arts students
to experience at least one musical in their undergraduate careers."
"To pursue any theatrical career, it is essential to have experience working on a musical,” adds Katie
Rowles-Perich '18, Shoreview and Duluth. “Musicals not only create well-rounded performers, designers,
and musicians, but also offer a unique opportunity for students and faculty to work across many
disciplines.”
With a show of this scope come chances for cross-disciplinary collaboration says Schultz. Music Is the
obvious connection, but there are also ties to German, studio art, dance, and history.
Schultz envisions a yearlong series of collaborative projects and activities, with the musical as the
centerpiece. He prides himself on his ability to draw in students and faculty members from other
disciplines when he directs, which he says is a perfect fit with Morris's liberal arts mission.
“Theatre allows for interdisciplinary opportunities," says Schultz. “It’s right out there in front of you, and it
just makes sense that our students get to see those connections. It’s a responsibility of the Theatre
Discipline to offer this experience not just to theatre majors and minors, but to the whole campus.”
Auditions for Spring Awakening will take place in mid August, with performances November 1–4. For
more information, contact schultzr@morris.umn.edu.
This Activity is funded in part by a grant from the Lake Region Arts Council through a Minnesota State
Legislative appropriation. Additional generous support has been received by the University of Minnesota
Imagine Fund Annual Faculty Award and the Institute for Advanced Study Research and Creative
Collaboratives programs.

